Egg production drops in breeder turkeys associated with western equine encephalitis virus infection.
Egg production drops associated with western equine encephalitis (WEE) virus infection occurred in three turkey breeder flocks in California during summer 1993 and again in one flock the following year. Egg production losses totaled 8.76%, 9.57%, 9.71%, and 10.12% and were accompanied by an increase in small white-shelled and shell-less eggs. The outbreaks coincided with peak WEE virus activity in the state on the basis of statistics compiled by the California Department of Health Services on seroconversion rates in sentinel chicken flocks. Paired serum samples taken 2-3 wk apart showed increased titers to WEE between acute and convalescent sera in turkeys from three affected flocks. Convalescent sera were not available for testing from the fourth flock. WEE virus was isolated from one breeder hen submitted to the diagnostic laboratory during the early stages of the outbreak.